TR PR

 for

. ByDonna MacLearn - -
The Patnot Ledgar B . -

/-1"{ Ea, ':."'—Q

,DUXBURY The Us. Coast

" Guard | present.ed apublic serhce

“award Saturday Ao the. 20-pers0n 7
...pnvate organization*, reaponmble '

', for saving historic-Bug’ nght; 'from =

*"destruction.’ " !
In reading the commenda on,

U.S. Coast Guard Capt. thn '
*Schempf said, ! “Through its action
.“over the past year, Prcuect. ‘Bug

- Light has provided valuable sup-

% port to the aids-to-navigation mis-
sion of the Coast Guard. Its con-

- cern for the Duxbury Pier
Lighthouse (Bug Light) is most
highly commended and greatly ap-
preciated by the men and women
of the U.S. Coast Guard.” *

" Later during the award ceremo-
ny, which was held off Bay Road-
overlooking Duxbury Bay, he told".
the committee, “I wish I had a.
group like this for all 14 light-
houses.” Boston’s group com-
mander oversees the 14 lighthnuses
from Seabrook, N.H., to Cape Cod.

During the past three years, Bug.

. Light committee mémbers  from °

‘Plymouth, Kingston and Duxbury
a3 ra;aed $30,000 by selling “Save the '
% » T-shirts and more than 700 *

cup plates. raffling off a painting, .

promoting a fashion show ‘and®

playing fund- ralsmg baseball” -
- games. - =
They received $2,500 from" a

Quincy charitable organization,

$900 from the first Duxbury Open-
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u.s. Coast Guard Capt. John Schempf left, presents a public service:r
commendation for helping to restore Bug Light to Ear! McMahon, center,

and Edward Heap, members of the Bug Light committee, at a ceremony
Saturday in Duxbury. .
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“OBE fellow from AUIEhoTo seats
us a check for $1,000 ‘because he.- .

liked 'what we were doing,” said-
Bug Light committee President
Earl McMahon. “A Duxbury man
gave us $1,000 and said, ‘If you
need more, just call me.'” ., - -
Also,” Bug' Light comrmttee
members contributed “thousands
of dollars more” by making repairs®

" and scraping and painting the top -

half of the iron navigational aid
themselves, McMahon said.

“Now, we don't owe 10 cents’to'

anybody,” he said. "Everythmg is
paid off clear. We even have a
balance of $2,000."” - L
Schempf said he was pleased
with the committee’s work, callmg

“it “a major undertaking.” The"
Coast Guard restored the bottom

half of Bug Light three years ago.

“With the weather, 'the cost and

“the difficulty of getting matenal
“out there, I personally am well
" aware of what you have been up -
agamst he said. To save money,
the Coast Guard had planned to

it the
Hp in'

Coast Guard honors group
the Bug®

= "‘;‘.Lf‘.\ <¥nbw?¢4 SR

bers of their families had been
guided to home port“on moonless-;
qlghts or foggy day‘s by what they

‘this-ared;” Bug nght ‘tom-'"
mittee Chairman Adam Sherman .*
-explained Saturday. “Fsawno good -
reason for removing a historic
4andma:k in the Plymouth area.”
When Duxbury’s Edward Heap
heard about, the- Coast.-Guard’s
plans to topple “The’ Bug,” he
‘wrote a letter of concern to a'local -
newspaper. g
“McMahon became * involved. -
The committee formed after some
-area residents denounced the
.Coast Guard’s modernization
~'plans ‘at _a Plymouth meeting.
“Eventually; stzte Sen. Edward Kir-
by, R:Whitman; and .U.S. Rep.
_ Gerry Studds pressured the Coast
Guard to cancel the ongmal pro-
posal, Heap'said.’ 25
In- exchange, ™ the Jcommittee
‘agreed to mamtam the’top half of
Bug Light for five years. On Satur-
day, Schempfs&:d the Coast Guard -
.would be glad to extend the com-:’
mittee’s maintenance lease beyond,
1988 i members request it. '
* McMahon said the committee

* dismantle the top of the rusty- valaned to propose installing solar

" lighthouse and replace it with a

low-maintenance, light-topped fi-

berglass pole.
But area residents ‘protested.™
Many of them said they or mem-

.-panels to_run the light's battery
“and will suggest restoring the
thickness of some -of the light-
“house’s metal plates: He was qmck
to add “We can do it ourselves
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